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MARF encourages you to contact CNN with your reactions, and to encourage CNN to do a follow up story on mesothelioma. We want CNN, its producers, its advertisers, and the world to know how many people are deeply concerned about and affected by mesothelioma. Statements (in your own words) you might consider including in your response include: 

· The segment accurately described the disease, and how for too many patients it is a death sentence. While economic issues are a major obstacle, even more fundamental is that the disease has been overlooked for decades; thus there are few effective treatments, even for patients who would be able to afford them. 

· The segment also accurately stated the important fact that one in three mesothelioma patients were exposed to asbestos while serving the country in naval ships and shipyards, where asbestos was used heavily. 

· In light of this, the federal government should specifically fund mesothelioma research. This is the way to develop treatments, which are effective in the first place, and then can be made affordable/accessible to all. 

· There is one organization, MARF that is already funding research and helping patients find treatment. There is also a small but very committed group of physician and researchers who are making progress against the disease, and there are a few drug companies (including Lilly, the developer of Alimta) that are committed. So there is hope, but much more financial support is needed. 

· Mesothelioma is an epidemic that is not going away. Experts say the incidence is increasing. Victims are getting younger. More and more people are developing mesothelioma who seem to have had only minor or unknown asbestos exposure. 

· Because of the asbestos connection, the rescue workers from 9/11 are now at an increased risk. Firefighters in general have above average incidence of mesothelioma. Effective treatments should be developed for the sake of these heroes as well.

Remember, a brief, concise statement (300 words or less) is more likely to be considered. There is a Contact CNN email prompt at the bottom of the home page www.cnn.com

ANNOUNCER: This is LOU DOBBS MONEYLINE for Wednesday, February 5, 2003. Here now, Lou Dobbs.

LOU DOBBS, HOST: Good evening.

DOBBS: Now we turn to our special report tonight on unequal access to medical care in this country. Tonight, we examine how difficult it can be for people with rare diseases in particular to seek the help of specialists. The barriers to treatment can be both physical and financial.

Casey Wian has the report.

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Chief, how you doing? How you feeling?

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: A little better. Not much.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: How's the stomach?

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Still hurts me.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Still hurts.

WIAN (voice-over): Jay Ross (ph) has mesothelioma, an especially deadly cancer that attacks the area around the lungs and is linked to asbestos. The former Navy shipyard worker lives in Mississippi, but he's had to travel to Houston for treatment.

DOROTHY ROSS, WIFE OF CANCER PATIENT: We had no options there. We had gone to a lung specialist and he told me that there was nothing he could do for him. All he could do was for us to make him comfortable.

WIAN: In other words, a death sentence. So the Rosses sought a second opinion from a specialist at Houston M.D. Anderson Cancer Center, one of only a handful of hospitals equipped to treat mesothelioma.

Dorothy and truck driver son John Jr. have spent tens of thousands of dollars and missed months of work making the 700-mile, 11-hour trip to Houston. 

JOHN ROSS JR., SON OF CANCER PATIENT: Before this happened to my dad, he was diagnosed with it, I had a few dollars set aside. And now I just -- I work from week to week to pay my bills.
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DR. ROY SMYTHE, M.D. ANDERSON CANCER CENTER: Most patients who get this disease, I would say about 75 percent are blue-collar-type people that were exposed to asbestos during the course of those sorts of jobs earlier in life.

The major problem that we have with these patients is the fact that there are out-of-pockets costs that insurance companies don't cover, which include the travel to and from centers, staying in hotels, spouses not working.

WIAN (on camera): About 4,000 Americans get mesothelioma each year. It's linked to inhaling asbestos fibers and can take decades to 
Dr. Roy
Smithe
show up. It's also difficult to diagnose because symptoms mimic pneumonia and other conditions. 

(voice-over): Last August, retired auto mechanic Eduardo Sanchez (ph) saw a doctor for a persistent cough; the first diagnosis, asthma; the second, tuberculosis. Finally, after two months, tests revealed mesothelioma had engulfed 92 percent of one lung.

Ivonne Verdecia.

IVONNE VERDECIA, DAUGHTER OF CANCER PATIENT: The surgeon decided not to do surgery since it would be too detrimental to him to remove the lung. So, he didn't even advise any kind of treatment or anything.

WIAN: Verdecia began searching for a mesothelioma specialist willing to accept state health 
insurance. It's a common problem for patients seeking specialists of all kinds. It's complicated by cuts in Medicare payments to doctors, rising malpractice insurance premiums, and cost-cutting by HMOs.
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DR. ROBERT CAMERON, UCLA MEDICAL CENTER: There's say that there's no good treatment for this disease. And they basically don't want treatment to be given. So, they put patients through lengthy review procedures and try to delay treating the patients.

WIAN: Sanchez had to wait five months to begin receiving Alimta, a drug now undergoing clinical trials that has shown some promise. But even with the best treatment, most mesothelioma patients die within a year. 

VERDECIA: I hope to God that it wasn't too long.
Dr. Robert
Cameron
WIAN: Advocates want more federal funding of mesothelioma research and treatment, since about a third of victims had asbestos exposure in military-related jobs. As for getting patients to treatment centers, Houston's Dr. Smythe has started a foundation to help with out-of-pocket expenses.

Casey Wian, CNN, Los Angeles. 
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